
To St. Mary's Parishioners - Group Email/Cell Message #4 - April 17, 2020 

Please make this message known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your daily 
conversations.  Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access. 

Dear Parishioners,  

Please accept my greetings on this special day of Divine Mercy Sunday.   

Just a week ago we celebrated, in very special circumstances, the most important feast of 
Christianity, Easter Sunday, commemorating Jesus’ glorious resurrection.  We continue our 
journey of faith even though the present problems our world is facing does not make that 
journey any easier.   

The First Sunday after Easter is called White Sunday because traditionally, on that Sunday, 
Baptisms were performed in many churches.  Since the year 2000 this Sunday is also called 
Divine Mercy Sunday.  It was established as such by John Paul II in the year 2000 following 
the revelations of Saint Faustina Kovalski.  It was sister Faustina that said in her diary,  “I 
desire the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and the shelter for all souls and especially for poor 
sinners.  On that day the very depths of my tender Mercy are open.  All the divine floodgates 
through which grace flows are open.  Let no soul fear to draw near to me even though it’s sins 
be as scarlet.” 

On this Sunday we read, in our church, the story of doubting Thomas who we also sometimes 
call faithful Thomas.  Our Lord has invited him to touch his wounds and see that it was really 
Him.  And that act of compassion and patience, that act of Mercy, led Thomas to proclaim  “my 
Lord and my God”.  Eventually that mercy would lead Thomas to travel far and wide 
proclaiming the gospel and, in the end, give life for the Lord. Thomas’ story shows us that 
God’s mercy involves more than just the forgiveness of sins.  It also involves his compassion for 
weakness and his patience with our slow progress. It’s a wide mercy that frees us from our 
doubts, fears and guilt as well as our sins.  Like Thomas it allows us to experience Jesus divine 
life more fully so that we can follow him wherever he leads us. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us follow our Lord in our journey of faith even though the 
circumstances we live in are not so easy for anybody.  Let us also pray that our Risen Lord 
would give us all strength, courage and patience we need in order to be his true disciples.  Let 
us also pray for the leaders of our world, for the light they need to find the right solutions to the 
existing problems caused by coronavirus.  

Let us be united in our prayers on this Divine Mercy Sunday at 3 PM praying Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  

Lord have mercy on us and on the whole world . God bless you all.  Fr. Roman Majek, OMI 

 

Masses that have been celebrated privately by Father Roman since our last 
bulletin publication through to the beginning of May 

Mon, Mar 23  Alfie Prince (Chris Burchat) 
Wed, Mar 25  Edward Lorbetskie (Janice & Barry Cybulskie & Family) 
Thu, Mar 26  Gertrude Pecarskie (Kevin & Regina Piekarskie) 



Fri, Mar 27  Gertrude L. Blank (Knights of Columbus #16003) 
Sat, Mar 28  Bernadette Ostroskie (Anastasia Whelan) 
Sun, Mar 29  For All our Parishioners 
Mon, Mar 30  Andrew Blank ( Jeffrey Family) 
Wed, April 1  Agnes Laturski & Anthony Laturskie (Laturski Family) 
Thu, April 2  Alfie Stamplecoskie (Mary E. Luckasavitch) 
Fri, April 3  Anthony Yaraskavitch  (Doreen Yaraskavitch) 
Sat, April 4  Delmer Sernoskie (RoseRita Sernoskie ) 
Sun, April 5  For All our Parishioners 
Mon, April 6  Aloysius Lorbetskie (Bev Marshall & Family) 
Wed, April 8  Sylvester Recoskie (Catherine Lorbetskie) 
Thu, April 9  Walter & Mary Yantha (Mary-AnnvApr 9: Walter Annv Aug 18) (Yantha Family) 
Sat, April 11  For All our Parishioners 
Sun, April 12  Martin(Anniv) & Agnes Etmanskie  (Dennis, Josephine, Denise & Angel) 
Mon, April 13  Peter (Anniv) & Theresa Murack (Michael & Catherine Bloskie & Family) 
Wed, April 15  Adolph Burchat (Ronnie & Diane Kosnaski) 
Thu, April 16  August (Anniv), Agnes, Aloysius & Anthony Smaglinskie and Isadore Yaraskavitch  

(Sylvester & Susan) 
Fri, April 17  Dominic Bloskie (Stella Shalla) 
Sat, April 18  Mark Cybulskie & Margaret Verette (20th Anniv) (Sister Mary and Rita & Alfie) 
Sun, April 19  For All our Parishioners 
Mon, April 20  Felix Burchat  (Jim & Janice Burchat) 
Wed, April 22  Gertrude Pecarskie (John Mintha Family) 
Thu, April 23  For all infant souls killed through abortion (Fri) (Wendy) 
Fri, April 24  Lolly Shulist   ($1000 = 66 Masses) (Shulist Family) 
Sat, April 25  Peter Yantha (20th Anniv) (Peter Yantha (Jr) ) 
Sun, April 26  For All our Parishioners 
Mon, April 27  Mary Yantha (Hannah & Spencer Gaca) 
Wed, April 29  Mary Borutski (Tom & Christine Serran) 
Thu, April 30  Theodore Dombroskie (Maureen Recoskie & Family) 
Sat, May 2  Tom & Claire Shulist & Dominic & Florence Lorbetskie (Gerard & RoseMarie) 
Sun, May 3  For All our Parishioners 

 

Brief Parish Notes 

1/ Thank you to all who have been contributing their collection through the door mail slot at the 

rectory.  We do the counting and deposit once every three weeks in order to conform with COVID-19 

safety guidelines.  

2/ The Raffle associated with our annual Chicken Supper is scheduled to take place this year.  At 

this time we would welcome another few prizes for the draw before we go to print.  Please call Doris at 

613-756-3700, or Lorraine at 613-756-1571.  

3/ Fr. Ken O'Brien informed the diocese that, due to COVID-19, the Cormac pilgrimage has been 

cancelled for this year.  

4/ The citizens of Renfrew County are to be congratulated for avoiding contracting COVID-19.  For 

the last week the number of cases in our County has remained the same.  Let’s all stay vigilant and 

continue to stay safe in our activities. 

  



 A Message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in Canada in Response to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

Canadians are experiencing the devastating impact of COVID-19 in what has become a rapidly 

evolving crisis. Understandably, this crisis has brought about feelings of anxiety, apprehension 

and fear. Critical elements of our daily lives are being thrown into uncertainty: health, 

employment, financial security, recreational activities, as well as our ability to gather as 

worshiping communities. In view of these difficulties, all religious leaders wish to bring 

forward a message of hope, gratitude and solidarity to all people who call Canada home.  

We draw hope from a variety of sources: from our religious beliefs, the love of our families, the 
relationships with friends and the work we do. Each of these, and others as well, provides rays 
of hope to our daily lives. Likewise, hope provides courage to face the burdens we bear and the 
ability to look onwards toward the dawning of a new day. In spite of present sufferings, which 
can seem overwhelming at times, the flames of hope cannot be extinguished. Love, which gives 
life its fullest meaning, continues to seek out the common good in spite of individual 
difficulties. Acts of kindness can bring us closer in spirit, despite the requirements of physical 
distancing. Let us witness hope to each other and so become beacons of light during these 
uncertain times.  

Canada has gone through several difficult and painful experiences in its history. When current 

and former generations have responded to these challenges, many were empowered by 

unwavering hope as well as human and spiritual resilience. For religious believers, this hope 

takes on a special and unique dimension. It assures us of the caring embrace of the Creator, a 

sacred relationship sustained by prayer, and which flows into our human relationships 

whereby we care for one another and bear each other’s burden. Yet, hope brings for everyone a 

promise of renewal, even in the midst of human suffering.  

Hope assures us that this affliction too shall pass. 


